
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture Readings 

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:2—3; 2:2-4 

How long, O Lord? I cry for help but you do not listen! I cry out to you, “Violence!” 

but you do not intervene. Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? 

Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and clamorous discord. 

Then the Lord answered me and said: Write down the vision clearly upon the 

tablets, so that one can read it readily. For the vision still has its time, presses on 

to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it 

will not be late. The rash one has no integrity; but the just one, because of his 

faith, shall live. 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

Beloved: I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have through the 

imposition of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of 

power and love and self-control. So do not be ashamed of your testimony to our 

Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but bear your share of hardship for the 

gospel with the strength that comes from God. Take as your norm the sound words 

that you heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard this 

rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us. 

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” The Lord replied, “If you faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. Who among you would say to your servant 

who has come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here immediately 

and take your place at table’? Would he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something 

for me to eat. Put on an apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat 

and drink when I am finished’? Is he grateful to that servant because he did what 

was commanded? So should it be with you. When you done all you have been 

commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants: we have done what we were obliged 

to do.’” 

 

 

 



 

 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Opening Prayer 

Psalm 95 

All: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Side 1: Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us acclaim the Rock of our 

salvation. Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing 

psalms to him. 

All: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Side 2: Come, let us bow down in worship; let us kneel before the Lord who made 

us. For he is our God, and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 

All: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

All: Oh, that today you would hear his voice; “Harden not your hearts as at 

Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the desert, where your fathers tempted 

me; they tested me though they had seen my works. 

All: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your kindness surpass the 

merits and the desires of those who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us 

to pardon what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not dare to 

ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Focus of This Week’s Readings 

Faith is a gracious gift from God. It can neither be earned nor bought, only 

responded to with works of love and service. A vibrant faith can make us strong, 

loving and wise, confident that God will guard us from all harm. God is the Rock of 

our salvation. 

 

 



Closing Prayer 

Leader: The world was created by the Word of God, re-created by his 

redemption, and it is continually renewed by his love. Rejoicing in him we call out: 

All: Renew the wonders of your love, Lord. 

Reader 1: We give thanks to God whose power is revealed in nature, and whose 

providence is revealed in history. 

All: Renew the wonders of your love, Lord. 

Reader 2: Through your Son, the herald of reconciliation, the victor of the cross, 

free us from empty fear and hopelessness. 

All: Renew the wonders of your love, Lord. 

Reader 3: May all those who love and pursue justice, work together without deceit 

to build a world of true peace. 

All: Renew the wonders of your love, Lord. 

Reader 4: Be with the oppressed, free the captives, console the sorrowing, feed 

the hungry, strengthen the weak, in all people reveal the victory of your cross. 

All: Renew the wonders of your love, Lord. 

Reader 5: After your Son’s death and burial you raised him up again in glory, grant 

that the faithful departed may live with him. 

All: Renew the wonders of your love, Lord. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Holy Spirit, fill me up with passion for the Gospel. Help me share the 

incredible gift of faith that was given to me with others. Reveal to me the 

people that need to hear this message most and remove any fear that exists 

in sharing it with them. Amen. 

 

 

 



Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

What Does It All Mean? 

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 

Habakkuk was a contemporary of Jeremiah. Both watched their little nation, Judah, 

buffeted between the great eastern power Babylon and waning Egypt in the west. Both 

watched a succession of stupid kings dabble in foolish alliances and intrigues. And both saw 

certain doom in their nation’s future. We cannot know whether the two prophets worked 

independently or together. Jeremiah was certainly the more important figure, but 

Habakkuk’s contribution is unique and important. He says little about politics, preferring 

instead to focus on individual righteousness and God’s faithfulness. These verses are 

extracted from a dialog portraying Habakkuk’s complaint and God’s response. As he 

watches Nebuchadnezzar’s inexorable march toward Jerusalem, the prophet wonders 

aloud: “Why didn’t you protect my people, God? Why must the violence and destruction 

continue?” God responds with a description of the moral power of Jerusalem’s impending 

fall: “The rash have no integrity, but the just, by faith, shall live.” The structure of the 

poetry offers contrast. On the one hand, rashness, sometimes translated as a prideful or 

puffed-up soul, has no integrity. It is implied that this way of being leads to death. On the 

other hand, justice, equated with faith, leads to life. Whether or not history sets us in 

circumstances leading to doom, Habakkuk’s truth speaks to us. To choose life, we must act 

in justice. 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

The author uses the image of a flame to portray the faith that has been professed and 

celebrated in public. Just as we would stir embers to animate a fire, so we must stir up our 

faith. The way to do this often involves hardships, but we can meet them because of the 

courageous spirit God has already given us. 

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

The disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith, and he assures them that if they had faith 

even the size of a mustard seed, they would be able to command a tree to uproot itself 

and leap into the sea. He continues with a description of the way in which any of the 

disciples would treat a servant. None is likely to invite the servant to the dinner table 

after a hard day in the fields, nor even to express gratitude for the servant’s faithful 

execution of orders. Then Jesus throws a curve. The disciple is just like a “worthless” 

servant. The disciple must do what is commanded, asking for no consolation or reward, but 

content only to do his or her duty. At face value, Jesus seems unnecessarily nasty in 

response to an innocent request. On the other hand, at this point in Luke’s narrative, his 

response makes sense. It helps to propel the story forward. After traveling many miles 

with the disciples and after offering to them his best and clearest teaching, Jesus has 



grown impatient. They still don’t get it, after all this time, and after all they have seen and 

heard. The disciple cannot be motivated by glory or status, or even by a need to belong. 

The disciple must follow Jesus’ example in all things, even if that means  carrying a cross. 

Moreover, Jesus knows and has tried to teach all disciples that it is a meaningless exercise 

to talk about quantities of faith. When we are motivated to serve the gospel no matter 

what, then we already have sufficient faith, and we can do great things. When we have this 

kind of faith, we have accepted responsibility for the duties required of us, and we have 

begun to do our duty, in action that anyone can recognize. If we are motivated to serve, we 

don’t have to ask for “more” faith. 

Let’s Talk About It 

How do you stir the embers of your faith? What more can you do? What more 

are you willing to do? 

How do you react to Jesus’ comparison between a disciple and a “worthless” 

servant? 

What are you doing with the faith that has already been given to you? How do 

you serve? How do you do the duties required of a disciple? 

Stir it Up 

Most of us live our faith like a smoldering pile of ashes. People feel the fire of our faith, 

but only if they get close. It doesn’t burn bright enough to e seen from a distance, and 

certainly not hot enough to spread to others. If you “stir” a smoldering pile of ashes, 

though, and add some kindling, you can easily get a fire going again. This is the 

encouragement that St. Paul is giving to Timothy in the second reading. Get your ashes in 

gear, and get a fire started. Too often we are timid of our faith, not wanting to offend 

others. If we are ashamed of our testimony and our faith, we aren’t going to change the 

world. The Gospel challenges us that this isn’t an option. The moments we share our faith 

aren’t moments we go “above and beyond.” Sharing our faith is actually part of our 

discipleship description. It isn’t “extra”; it is mandatory. Still smoldering? Take some time 

to dive more deeply into the readings this week and spend sometime with the Word of God. 

It is the kind of kindling you need to re-ignite your faith and burn brightly as you share it. 

 

 


