
 

 

 
MARCH 2023 UPDATE 

 
We’ve been notified of another change for the Pastorates in our Planning Area (Area 9).  Here 
is the latest plan: 
 

• St. Robert Bellarmine and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will become a Pastorate. 

• St. Charles Borromeo, St. Peter, and St. Francis of Assisi (Portage des Sioux) will become 
a Pastorate. 

• The remaining 3 parishes – All Saints, St. Cletus, and Sts. Joachim and Ann – will all 
become single-parish Pastorates, remaining essentially unchanged. 

 
 

PASTORATES – A REMINDER 
 
The Archdiocese will be reorganized into 88 Pastorates.  A “Pastorate” is a parish or number of 
parishes overseen by a Pastor, with the possibility of other Associate Pastors.  The Pastor is 
assisted in the administration of his Pastorate by a single parish staff and parish council. 
 
Three Forms – A Pastorate can take on one of three forms: 
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Note that in the first form, a single parish will be a Pastorate, and it will function essentially the 
same as parishes do today. 
 
In the second form, multiple parishes will be merged into a new parish, and that new parish will 
function the same as parishes do today.  However, Mass may be celebrated in multiple churches. 
 
In the third form, multiple parishes will be grouped together but remain separate parishes.  They 
will share a common Pastor, a common administration (parish office, parish services), and have 
a single parish council.  Only their finances will remain separate, and separate finance commit-
tees will be required for each parish.  Mass may be celebrated in multiple churches. 
 
The Archdiocese has put an excellent two-and-a-half-minute video on YouTube explaining Pas-
torates.  You can view it at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xn-sL_fvBgM 
 
 

PLANNING AREA 9 
 
With this latest update, Planning Area 9 is now being proposed to take the form that was origi-
nally presented to us in October 2022 as “Option A”. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xn-sL_fvBgM
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What Still Must Be Decided? 
 
There remain many issues that are still undecided, and may remain undecided for many months.  
Here’s a list of what still has to be decided: 
 

• Buildings and Facilities – Which will be retained in our new Pastorate? 

• Worship Sites – Where will we attend Mass?  We may continue to have Mass celebrated 
in both churches, or we may end up using just one of them. 

• Priest Assignments – These are being worked now, but we don’t know when the new 
assignments will be announced. 

• Schools – The future school situation is still in work.  We will probably not see a proposed 
plan for schools before the end of this year.  The goal is to make any changes that are 
necessary in the 2024-25 school year. 

 
That’s a lot that still remains open, undecided, and still in work. 

 
 

What Comes Next? 
 
The Archdiocese has told us, “… the time for public feedback from across the Archdiocese has 
concluded.”  However, that doesn’t mean there might not be further changes.  Here are the 
remaining steps in the process: 
 

1. Canon Law requires the Archbishop to consult with the Presbyteral (Priest) Council to get 
their inputs.  That is the next step. 

2. Pastors of the parishes that are changing must submit a written opinion, known as a 
votum.  This must come from the Pastor, so ours will be submitted by our Canonical 
Pastor, Fr. Nick Kastenholz. 

3. Archbishop Rozanski will then review all that has transpired in the last year-and-a-half 
and make a final decision.  He plans to announce his decision on Pentecost (May 28). 

 
These final steps could result in further change, so “stay tuned”. 
 


