
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 

Scripture Readings 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 

In those days, all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said: “Here we are, 

your bone and your flesh. In days past, when Saul was our king, it was you who led the 

Israelites out and brought them back. And the Lord said to you, ‘You shall shepherd my 

people Israel and shall be commander of Israel.’” When all the elders of Israel came to 

David in Hebron, King David made an agreement with them there before the Lord, and they 

anointed him king of Israel. 

Second Reading: Colossians 1:12-20 

Brothers and sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in 

the inheritance of the holy ones in light. He delivered us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For 

in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him and 

for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the 

body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he 

himself might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through 

him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross through him, 

whether those on earth or those in heaven. 

Gospel: Luke 23:35-43 

The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He saved others, let him save himself if he is the 

chosen one, the Christ of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to 

offer him wine they called out, “If you are King of the Jews, save yourself.” Above him 

there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.” Now one of the criminals 

hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.” The 

other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject 

to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence 

we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I 

say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
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Opening Prayer 

Psalm 122 

All: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Side 1: I rejoiced because they said to me, “We will go up to the house of the 

Lord.” And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

All: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Side 2: Jerusalem, built as a city with compact unity. To it the tribes go up, the 

tribes of the Lord. 

All: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

All: According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the 

Lord. In it are set up judgment seats, seats for the house of David. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 

Leader: Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved 

Son, the King of the universe, grant we pray, that the whole creation, set free 

from slavery, may render your majesty service and ceaselessly proclaim your 

praise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Preface for Christ the King 

For you anointed your Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with the oil of 

gladness as eternal Priest and King of all creation, so that, by offering himself on 

the altar of the Cross as a spotless sacrifice to bring us peace, he might 

accomplish the mysteries of human redemption and, making all created things 

subject to his rule, he might present to the immensity of your majesty an eternal 

and universal kingdom, a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, 

a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 

 

 

 



Closing Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray to Christ the King. He is the firstborn of all creation; all 

things exist in him. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Reader 1: Christ, our King and shepherd, gather your sheep from every land, give 

them pasture in green and fertile meadows. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Reader 2: Christ, our leader and savior, from all men into your own people, heal 

the sick, seek out the lost, guard the strong, call back those who wandered far 

away, strengthen those who waver, gather all your sheep into one flock. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Reader 3: Judge of all ages, when you hand over your kingdom to the Father, place 

us at your right hand, so that we may inherit the kingdom prepared for us from the 

beginning of the world. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Reader 4: Prince of peace, break the weapons of war, and inspire the nations with 

your peace. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Reader 5: Christ, heir of all nations, gather humanity and all the good things of 

your creation into the kingdom of your Church which your Father bestowed on you, 

so that the whole body of your people, united in the Holy Spirit, may acknowledge 

you as their head. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Reader 6: Christ, firstborn of the dead and firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep in death, bring all who have died to the glory of the resurrection. 

All: May your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord Jesus, you are my King. You lead me into salvation, you free me from the 

slavery of sin. You are a Good King, dying in my place so I could share eternity with 

you. Thank you for this gift of life. Provide me with abundant grace daily so that I 

can be obedient to you, and grant me the gift to join you one day in paradise. Amen. 
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What Does It All Mean? 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 

Israel was always a bit conflicted about the monarchy. Worried that an earthly king usurped God’s 

rightful role as king of Israel, they nonetheless saw a king as a sacrament of God’s lordship over the 

nation, a visible sign of God’s constant presence and protection. Today’s solemnity may stir some 

ambivalence in us. Is Christ the Good Shepherd, the gentle lord who forgives and eagerly dispenses 

mercy? Or is he the Lord of the universe, the judge before whom we will stand at the end of time? 

Of course, neither image alone describes the Lord. Today’s liturgy asks us to respect both these 

realities. By drawing an analogy between King David and Jesus, the liturgy suggests that like his 

royal ancestor, Jesus is to be viewed as both gentle “shepherd” and firm “commander.” This text 

expresses the compassionate aspects of kingship. The king’s relationship with the people reflects 

the solidarity between God and nation: “Here we are, your bone and your flesh.” “Shepherd” and 

“commander” are one in the person of David. Like the God he represents, the king will be a firm yet 

gentle ruler. There is another dimension to casting David as a type (foreshadowing) of Christ the 

King. When we look at David and see that though imperfect and sinful, he was, nonetheless, Israel’s 

greatest king, we realize that God’s will can be accomplished even through flawed human beings. By 

making this point, the liturgy invites us to see in our own lives of failure and success, of mistakes, 

tragedies and intrigues, the will of God somehow being accomplished.  

Second Reading: Colossians 1:12-20 

Of what is Christ Lord? This reading, which includes an exultant hymn (“He is the image…”), gives 

the answer five times: All things. All things. All things. All things. All things. With imagery that 

recalls the Exodus when God rescued Israel from the “darkness” of slavery and brought the 

Israelites to the promised land of freedom, the text begins by giving thanks to the Father for 

bringing us into “the kingdom of his beloved son.” But in Jesus, God did not redeem through the use 

of power, as in the Exodus, but through weakness and death—the voluntary shedding of Jesus’ 

blood on the cross that brought about “the forgiveness of sins.” The magnificent hymn explains why 

this passage was chosen for today. It declares the two great works of Jesus that vindicate his 

lordship: creation and salvation. Jesus not only existed for all eternity, he is the one through whom 

all things were created. He sustains all things and is greater than all things. While humans are made 

in God’s image, Jesus is the image and likeness of God. By being first to die and rise, Jesus makes 

reconciliation possible for all. He has taken his place at the head of his body, the Church, 

established the kingdom of God, and opened wide its gates so all might enter. And he did this 

through “the blood of the cross.” Christ’s supremacy is not like that of earthly kings, for his 

kingdom is not of this world. His is a far grander kingdom than the human mind can grasp, yet we 

already are living in it as we await its coming fullness. 

 

 

 



Gospel: Luke 23:35-43 

This text may seem an odd choice for the solemnity of Christ the King, until you ask what greater 

proof of lordship there could be than to rule even over death. To the good thief Jesus makes no 

ambiguous pledge but a sure promise of new life—and he does it while reigning from the throne of 

the cross. Luke’s portrait of Jesus remains consistent with the one he has drawn all along: a 

compassionate Lord who never shuns the company of sinners and shows solidarity with them in 

death as he did in life. The omitted first half of verse 35 says that “the people stood by and 

watched.” Only the leaders and soldiers “sneered” and “jeered” at Jesus. And Luke contrasts the 

mocking and derisive inscription posted over his head with Jesus’ confident promise of salvation to 

the thief. The first thief echoes the leaders’ blasphemies, but might his words hide a secret wish 

that Jesus could do something to save them all? It’s easier to identify with the good thief who, 

despite his pain, speaks of Jesus’ innocence and his own guilt. Under these strangest of 

circumstances, that thief becomes the ideal disciple, recognizing his need for conversion and 

putting all his trust in Jesus. The form of the Greek verb for “remember” that is used here implies 

that the thief repeated his request many times.  Only in one other Gospel context is Jesus 

addressed by name in as friendly and intimate a manner as here.  How ironic that this criminal 

models for us the unique privilege we all share of having a king we can call by name. 

Jesus invites the “good criminal” into paradise. The word, “paradise” evokes in us images of a beach 

in Cancun, but was used by Greek speaking Jews to refer to the Garden of Eden, the place of 

paradise that still existed after the Fall. This place of communion with God, free from suffering 

and death, was where the souls of the righteous went after death. The “good thief” would’ve 

immediately understood where Jesus was calling him, and went peacefully into his death. 

Let’s Talk About It? 

Who or what has authority in your life? How do you respond to authority? 

Is it easy or difficult for you to be obedient to others? How does this impact your 

relationship with Jesus? 

Put yourself into the Gospel scene as a person in the crowd. How do you react to 

what you see? 

Imagine yourself as one of the two thieves that were crucified with Jesus. Which one 

do you identify with more? The one that is angry at Jesus for not saving him from 

the cross, or the one that is asking for mercy? Why do you identify with the criminal 

you do? 

 

 

 

 

 



Heaven’s Most Wanted 

What makes a king? In the first reading, the tribes of Israel approach David to 

anoint him as king. It made sense: David proved himself as a leader in directing the 

tribes of Israel, despite not being king. Yet, something critical is ignored—David 

already was anointed and appointed as the leader of Israel when he was young. This 

election as an adult is human, whereas David would struggle as king—sometimes 

serving well in his divine appointment and other times appearing more as a human 

politician. 

Fast forward to the Gospel, Jesus hangs on a cross, broken and appearing helpless. 

Above him, a sign that mocked the claim that he was King of the Jews. Unlike 

David, who was declared king by the people, Jesus was mocked as “king” by an angry 

mob. It is on the cross where Jesus reveals his true authority and kingship. One of 

the criminals crucified next to him cries out to Jesus, only to be remembered when 

Jesus comes into his Kingdom. David led the Israelites in a time of battle, but 

Jesus wins the battle over sin and death and demonstrates his true authority by 

welcoming the criminal into paradise. St. Paul celebrates this in his letter to the 

Colossians. Kings of old liberated people from earthly slavery but could never 

ransom their people from sin. Jesus liberates, redeems, and calls us home. 

 


